AMERICAN LAKE TRADE. 781

MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS OF THE COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION OF THE
AMERICAN TOWNS ON THE LAKES.

The present trade of the inland seas of America, according to a statement
in the Buffalo Advertiser, is but a fraction, if any, short of being four times the
amount of the export and import trade in 1775, of the 3,000,000 inhabitants
then living in the thirteen revolted colonies.

According to Pitkin, the foreign trade of those colonies for the six years pre-
ceding 1775 was on an average :—

£ dollars.

EXPOTtS seveeteenerenenasacsracsnes 1,752,143 7,779,510
Imports «..cottiiitiiieeticnccencane 2,732,036 12,130,339
Totaliecceeeeeeecocnnnannas 4,484,178 19,909,749

The official records at Washington, as recently stated by Colonel J.J. Abert,
of the United States Bureau of Topographical Engineers, show that the trade
of our great lakes, was, in 1841 —

dollars.

BEpPOrts.ccccecsccscctcscescssseccscccsccssassascsscane 1
IIDPOrts.cccveeeccecitecnetertnensscccscnassesncscannes 33,483,441
Tota). . soveeencascocecesoansocssoansnnes 65,826,023

Notwithstanding the over trading which marked the year 1836, the aggregate
of the export and import trade on the lakes that year was only 16,416,354 dol-
lars. Subtract the latter from the amount of the lake trade of 1841, and the
difference will be 49,364,668 dollars—an increase of fifty millionsin five years !
By this ratio, the commerce of the lakes during the present year should exceed
85,000,000 dollars.

In 1819, there was but one steamboat on the lakes.

In 1827, the waters of Lake Michigan were first ploughed by steam—a boat
having made an excursion to Green bay.

In 1832, a boat reached Chicago with troops.

In 1833, there were eleven boats on the lakes, which cost 360,000 dollars,
and carried that year 61,480 passengers ; and with the freight the receipts were
229,212 dollars 69 cents. This season three trips were made to Chicago, and
one to Green bay; the amount of receipts was 4335 dollars 39 cents. The
time of running from Buffalo and returning averaged twenty-two days.

In 1834, seven new boats came out, which made eighteen in service for the
year. Total cost, 500,000 dollars. The amount of the earnings of the boats
this year was 238,565 dollars 95 cents. Two trips were made to Green bay, and
three to Chicago; and the amount received for them was 6273 dollars 65 cents.

In 1839, the increase of business to Chicago in Lake Michigan, and ports
west of Detroit, was so great that a regular line of eight boats ran from Buffalo
to Chicago, making a trip in sixteen days.

In 1840, the number of boats on the lakes increased to forty-eight, and the cost



782 AMERICA.

of them was 2,200,000 dollars. The earnings of the boats was 725,523 dollars
44 cents. Rising of 200,000 dollars of this amount was earnings west of Detroit,
In 1841, 525 trips were made from Buffalo to Detroit ; eighty-one to the
upper lakes, of which seventy were to Chicago, and ten to Green bay. Earnings
of all the boats, 767,123 dollars 27 cents. The upper lake boats contributed
301,803 dollars 39 cents to this amount. In 1841, the number of sail vessels was
estimated at 550, varying in size from thirty to 350 tons, and the cost of them
1,250,000 dollars, and their earnings at 750,000 dollars. The earnings of British
vessels on the lakes is estimated at 150,000dollars. The earnings of the steamboats
and sailing vessels on the lakes in 1841, from the best data we can get at, is—

dollars. cts.

Awmerican steamboats. ceoeceerreciiccrsreaicrascriona.

railingvessels......cococieeeciecercineniaiens
Brit‘.h vessels, generally ave eee

Lake Tonnage.—According to the secretary of the treasury’s report, the en-
rolled and licensed tonnage in 1841, at the various districts on the lakes, was—

Carried forward...... 25,009

The district of Detroit excels any other—Cleveland next.

MisceLLANEOUS Items, illustrating the increase of Trade in the North west, from the
ear 1836 to 1841.

DESCRIPTION. 1836 1837 1838 1839 1840
Lake Erie, steamboats on 45 50 53 61
” » . eee 9,017 10,509 17,429 l7,m
»  sailing vessels..cocecnnciiiiiiainnnn, No. 211 230 234 300
” csee «oes tons 15,030 16,934 16,840 17, 799 30,000
ve COLATCODDAZE woresssnrenrnrrnnnneorns do.| 24,047 27,443 34,277 33,123
Welland Canal—
Wheat passing on cecece . eese 268,242 414,919 364,846
Plour passing on.. .... . cseer 6,869 49,082 66,875
INCOMO ¢vcevrrinnnirencnncsnonsacscenseancnsnns 8. ceee 6,461 3,123 5,706 20,341
Erie Canal—
Wheat and flour forwarded at Buffalo......... tons 24,154 27,208 57,947 60,082 107,557
‘Wheat and flour arrived at Hudson river....... do.| 124,982 IIGA‘-“ 133,080 124,883 318,759
Tolls on wheat and flour.cec.ceciececcaceass dollars| .... 301,739 380,161 404,525
Per cent of whole tolls.....ccocevecanraceccnnanes eose 27 27
Wheat forwarded at Buffalo... .bushels| .... 450,350 cees csee 1,467,903
Flour forwarded at Buffalo .... .barrels} .... 126,808 coee eose 647,970
Wheat arrived at Hudson river .bushels| .... cene eses “eee 1,395,195
Flour arrived at Hudson river... ...barrels| .... ceee . eees seee 1,805,135
Michigan—
Flour shipped from Detroit .. cceeccvecoenranes do.| ..ee s . weee 76,896
Flour shipped from Toledo......cocevceacenens do.| .... coee ceee cace 67,000
Flour shippe¢d from ports on Lake Michtgm do cene cere coee ceee 53,000
Flour on hand for spring shipments . veee 200,000

Lake Commerce of Cleveland, tho —Statement of the number of arrivals
and departures (steam vessels not included) at the port of Cleveland, from the
23rd of March, 1841, when the harbour was clear of ice, to the close of navi-
gation ; principal articles of cargo ; number of vessels and steamboats belonging
to the port of Cleveland, and their aggregate amount of tonnage ; prepared by
George B. Merwin, collector of customs at Cleveland, Ohio, January 1, 1842.

Whole number of arrivals, 1364 ; of which 437 were from Canadian ports



